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A. The Text 


[A 2is. TERARAS. RR. FIRES. 


The way of great learning consists in manifesting one's bright virtue, consists in loving the people, consists in stopping in 


perfect goodness. 
[2] ALLEM AE. 
When you know where to stop, you have stability. 
JEM REAR 
When you have stability, you can be tranquil. 
BPM aA SZ, 
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When you are tranquil, you can be at ease. 


THRE 
When you are at ease, you can deliberate. 
fain aes. 
When you can deliberate you can attain your aims. 
3) WAAA, SaAoa. AIPASC AIDE. 


Things have their roots and branches, affairs have their end and beginning. When you know what comes first and what comes last, then 
you are near the Way. 


[4] SZAREAPAERA PA. GRE. 

The ancients who wanted to manifest their bright virtue to all in the world first governed well their own states. 
Mak Ws tA 
Wanting to govern well their states, they first harmonized their own clans. 
REARA GAS. 
Wanting to harmonize their own clan, they first cultivated themselves. 
MMAR SBE. 
Wanting to cultivate themselves, they first corrected their minds. 
MER DAMA. 
Wanting to correct their minds, they first made their wills sincere. 
Ries AA. 


Wanting to make their wills sincere, they first extended their knowledge. 
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PUES. 
Extension of knowledge consists of the investigation of things. 


[5] tama. 

When things are investigated, knowledge is extended. 

FIZE Ta adh. 

When knowledge is extended, the will becomes sincere. 
make LIE. 

When the will is sincere, the mind is correct. 

DIEM S18. 

When the mind is correct, the self is cultivated. 

ENS TMA 

When the self is cultivated, the clan is harmonized. 

Sa Ble 2 

When the clan is harmonized, the country is well governed. 
Biamax FF. 

When the country is well governed, there will be peace throughout the land. 
[6] BAF UBRRA, SES a RA. 


From the king down to the common people, all must regard the cultivation of the self as the most essential thing. 


[7] BHABLM AA, BR. RAS ES. MANSAS. ACA. UbasAA, Uta ZetH. 
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It is impossible to have a situation wherein the essentials are in disorder, and the externals are well-managed. You simply 
cannot take the essential things as superficial, and the superficial things as essential. This is called, “Knowing the root.” 


This is called “The extension of knowledge.” 


B. The Traditional Commentary, Attributed to Confucius, Through the Transmission of Cengzi 


3. Pate, BAR. UR UNTO. Ibe, MEP IR aH. 


3. “Making the will sincere,” means “no self-deception.” Like when we allow ourselves to be disgusted by a bad smell or 
become infatuated with an attractive appearance. This is called “self-satisfaction.” Therefore the Superior Man must be 


watchful over himself when he is alone. 


\RBRBTE, BPE. REFMRRA. HARES. MS AZo. UIRABETA, BiMazsoe. bases. HZ 
Rt. KAA OIE. 


When the inferior man is at leisure, there is no limit to the extent of his evil. But when he sees a Superior Man he will be ashamed; he 
will cover his evil and show his goodness. When people observe you, they see right to your core. So what's the use of being deceitful? 
Therefore we say: “internal sincerity expresses itself outwardly.” Therefore the Superior Man must be watchful over himself when he is 
alone. 


EBTh. !+Asrih. tears, Kee. | BRE. HS. Diets. MATAR. 


Cengzi said, ‘““What ten eyes see, what ten fingers indicate, is this not to be taken seriously? Rich land makes a house 
luxurious, virtue makes a person shine; when the mind is expands, the body is enriched. Therefore the Superior Man must 


make his will sincere.” 


4. fae] Bo WRB, Seri, ABA. RUAN, WORE, RMS ib 

Poa) a. SR. ae |B. Bet. Mile) Be. TBR. Vii 
7a S| TR REPRE, Pc eth. | Ta oo ATER. | AFAR 
Al], Ub st AN 


0 BRAT. RRA GS 
|B Beth, (A2Ba Sr, 
Smmea, | BRM 


N=eA 
en 
=e 
We 


4. The Book of Odes also says, 
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Look at the bend in the Qi River, 

And how green and luxuriant the bamboo trees are there! 
Here is our refined prince, 

Who is like a gem cut and filed, 

Carved and polished! 

How dignified he is, and how awesome! 

How majestic and distinguished! 

Our illustrious prince will never be forgotten. 


“Like a gem cut and filed” refers to the way of study. “Like a gem carved and polished” refers to self-cultivation. “How dignified and 
awesome,” refers to a cautious respect. “How majestic and distinguished,” refers to his awe-inspiring way of handling himself. “Our 
illustrious prince will never be forgotten,” means that the Dao flourishes in him and his virtue reaches excellence, hence, the people will 


be unable to forget him. 


The Book of Odes also says, “Aah, the ancient kings are not forgotten!” The Superior Man treats the worthy as worthy and 
loves his family. The inferior man enjoys his enjoyment and grabs profit whenever he has a chance. It is in this way that they 


are not forgotten after their death. 

5. [Reh] A locke, | TAMIA. live x zien, | Dae A. TRA, | BRAT. 
5. In the Kang Report it is said, “He was able to manifest his virtue.” 
The Tuijia ' says, “He contemplated Heaven's unveiled mandate.” 


The Canon of Yao says, “he was able to manifest his lofty virtue.” 
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6. meee. IAs. AAS. XA | CRI A. Teer. | Ti] A. AEG ES, enter, | SHE THR 
PRA 


6. The inscription of the bath of King Tang said, “If you renew yourself for one day, you can renew yourself daily, and 


continue to do so.” 
In the Kang Report it says, “Carry out the renewal of the people.” 


The Book of Odes says, “Even though Zhou was an ancient state, its mandate was sustained anew.” Therefore there is nothing 


in which the Superior Man does not fully exert himself. 


7. [ae] Bo TARR HL, MERATIE. | Tae] Bo ASRS. JET EBA, | FA. Tb, MATE, FIDL AT eS 


Y J Li Bo VABRESCHEL FSRRR AK, | FRAC. IEMA BY LER. FEAF. IR, FAS. IDES, BABY 
ABR LEGME 


7. The Book of Odes says, “The people only stay (comfortably) in a state where there is security.” 


The Book of Odes also says, “The chirping bird only rests in the wooded part of the hill.” The Master said, ““When it rests, it 


knows where to rest. Can a person possibly be unequal to a bird?” 


The Book of Odes also says, “How sublime was King Wen! He abode in clear, shining reverence.” As a ruler, he abode in 
humaneness; as a minister, he abode in reverence; as a son, he abode in filial piety; as a father, he abode in loving 


compassion, and in his interactions with the people of the land, he abode in trustworthiness. 


8. FE TARR, BRA Moth. | RIBS NMERRE. ARR. basa. 
8. Confucius said, “In hearing legal cases I am just like anyone else. What we really need is to not have legal cases.” 


Those who lack sincerity should not be allowed to speak on and on. They should also have a great awe for the will of the 


people. This is called knowing the basis. 


0. EES HIER DA. SAT. BIVMGRIE, Apo. BIMGRIE. BProfst. BIMGHIE. APPR. AINGH 
IE. (OMER, MARA. SMA. RMRAIRK. hae aire Ib. 
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9. “The cultivation of the person lies in the correction of the mind.” 


When you are angry, you cannot be correct. When you are frightened, you cannot be correct; when there is something you 
desire, you cannot be correct; when there is something you are anxious about, you cannot be correct. When the mind is not 
present, we look, but do not see. We listen, but do not hear; we eat, but don't taste our food. This is the meaning of “the 


cultivation of the person lies in the correction of the mind.” 


10. Pim SRATHERSS. AZRAREMits, CAPR, CAPR, CAP RAMhts. CAPAXIA 
hts. MUTA. BMRA. KR. BBAZA. ARM Ze, Ree Zi, | Ub a-MERETLA 
FAR. 


10. “The regulation of the family lies in the cultivation of the person.” 


When there is someone you love, you are biased. When there is someone you hate, you are biased. When there is someone 
you are in awe of, you are biased. When there is someone you pity, you are biased. When you are lazy, you are biased. 
Those who love someone and yet know their bad points, or who hate someone and yet know their good points, are few and 
far between. Hence there is the proverb: “The man does not know of his own son's evil, or the richness of his own corn.” 


This shows that if you do not cultivate yourself, you cannot regulate your family. 


Pro eMASARA, AAR AMEMAR. BZ. MAETROAMKARE #R. MUS, BA. MUSE 
th, 28. Probe. PR) Al Sanka) . DOR. HERPRRR. FASS MeReh. —Ai_. —Bls 
{_. —3Ge. —Bliiz., —ABR. —Bl/ral. Beeooitt. tks —-SS. —ATB. 3. RRL. MRR. KR, 
sinew mRit2. BPISRAPey. MRM. BRET SMM ekiaA, MACOMB A. Pree RA. 
AREAS. RAZA. MARIE AR. [HI MWKZRKK, HERR. 2, PERAA. | BARA, Mes) 
eae a1 oa. (HMR. J SRE, mMeaVABA. lH] GB. (Heh, IESE, | RRR 
4%. MRR AZ. Weta AA 


11. “Before governing the country, you must first regulate your family.” 


There has never been a case where a man could not educate his own family, and yet could educate others. Therefore the 


Superior man perfects the education for the country without leaving his own home. Filial piety is the means by which you 
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serve your ruler. Fraternal submission is the means by which you serve your elders. Compassion is the means by which you 


deal with everyone. 


The “Announcement of Kang” says: “It is like a mother completely giving herself to the care of her baby.” She may not be 


perfect, but she won't be far off, even though she never took a course on child-rearing before having the baby. 


When one family becomes humane, the whole country will be stimulated to humane. When one family becomes easy to get 
along with, all the people in the country are stimulated to become easy to get along with. If one man greedily upsets things, 
the whole country can be plunged into chaos. /¢ts function is really like this. Hence there is the saying “one word can win the 
whole affair, one man can settle the whole kingdom.” Yao and Shun led the realm by humaneness and the people submitted to 
them. Jie and Zhou led the realm with aggression, and the people submitted to them, but did not go along with laws that they 
didn't like. 


The Superior Man looks for good in others only after possessing it in himself. He negates the evil in others only after ridding 
it from himself. There has never been a case where a person was able to teach others the things he had learned, if he lacked a 


sense of reciprocity 4%. Therefore, the governing of the country lies in the regulation of the family. 


The Book of Odes says: “The peach-tree so ripe, its leaves so luxuriant. The girl is going to her husband's house, and she 


will harmonize the household.” Once the household is harmonized, the people of the realm can be taught. 


The Book of Odes says: “He treated his elder brothers right, he treated his younger brothers right.” If you can treat your 


brothers right, then you can teach your countrymen. 


The Book of Odes says: “His manner unchanging, he rectifies his whole state.” Only when the ruler has actualized the 
harmonious relationships of father/son, elder brother/younger brother in himself will the people take him as a model. Thus, it 


is said: “The ability to govern the country lies in harmonizing the family.” 


12. Pras“FX Mieke. LSEmMRB4,. (REMRBS, CMM Ma, BUVAT aR ZIet. PBR, BL 
ER. PraehtF, BSL. Praia, CR. ARIMA. FBDGEET. PARRA, FELASSIR AE. PRAIA, BURA. 


Wei 
PALL, 


Baar ieo fal oo RAAT. RZ | RPT 2. RSP, Ib ZR. le] Bl TR 


REA ii. iT, RAW. | ABIROIWNIB, BERGE FARR. 
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12. “Bringing peace to the realm lies in the ability to govern the country.” 


If you respect the aged, the people will be encouraged to be filial. If you respect your elders, the people will be stimulated to respect their 
elders. If you pity the weak and defenseless, the people won't hurt them. Therefore the Superior Man has a Way of Correcting. What he 
hates in his superiors, he does not give to his inferiors. What he hates in those below him, he does not pass up to those above him. What 
he hates in those who are in front, he does not pass on to those behind; what he hates in those behind, he does not pass on to those in 
front. What he hates on the right, he doesn't transfer to the left. What he hates on the left, he doesn't transfer to the right. This is his Way 
of Correcting. The Book of Odes says: 


How wonderful is the prince! 

The parent of the people. 

What the people likes, he likes. What the people hate, he hates. Thus he is called “the parent of the people.” 
The Book of Odes says: 

How high, the Southern Peaks 

The cragged rocks jutting in the air. 

Magnificent is the Teacher Yin; 


All look up to you! 


He who possesses the country must be prudent. If he errs, he will be the embarrassment of the realm. 


13. [ae] Bo PRR ARPERI, SEAL, RETR, Wem. | IEG PRAISR, APRAIRA. BMATITIEE. Atal 
BA, BAILA. ae ia ceca me . PBA. SRA, BRS. SAMAAARA BY. AAA RE 
. Sal mMoa, WeMA,. SMA. WM TR) El, Mem ATH. | RIG 2. KERR ZR. ES 
Flo ERIM TS ee ae va | S30. oe SH. CBI. | 


13. The Book of Odes says: 
Before the Yin lost its teachers 
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They could appeal directly to the Lord on High. 
Learn from the Yin: 


The lofty mandate is not easy to maintain. 


The Way is to win the people, then win the country. If you lose the people, you lose the country. Therefore the ruler must be concerned 
about his own virtue first. If he has virtue, he will have the people. If he has the people, he will have the land. If he has the land, he will 
have wealth. If he has wealth, he will be able to function. 


Thus, virtue is the “root” and wealth is the “branches.” If you put the roots outside and the branches inside, you will struggle against your 
people, and make them grab for anything they can. If you gather the wealth, you will scatter the people. If you scatter the wealth, you will 
gather the people. Therefore, the wrong words going out will result in the wrong words coming back in. Wealth taken wrongly will also 
leave wrongly. The “Announcement of Kang” says: 


Even destiny is not changeable, since 

When our ways are good 

We obtain it. 

When our ways are not good 

We lose it. 

The Ch'u Record says: 

The state of Ch'u does not treasure that. 

It treasures its good men. 

Uncle Fan (maternal uncle to a prince in exile) said: 
Our exiled prince has no treasure. 


To be good to his parents is his only treasure. 
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14. (382) A. CAAT, Br eek, SOK, SRA. AZAR, FOAL, AZeE Soba. 
AS ASLO, FRREAZ. REPRE TRAE OS ABT. AZAR, WDE, A Mme, TEA BE 
A. DIA HETRER TARR ER, IRA. | MEL ARTZ » HERR, 7M) AB, UbaSME(_ Ais REA, BERRA. RM 
HES, SME. ant PASTAS, IEE WIth. WFAA. RRACAUF. as A CIE, RWEKS. = 
WATBA i8, witele2Z, TRUK. 


aS 


7 


14. The “Oath of Ch'in” says: 


I would like to have just one decisive man, without all kinds of specific abilities, whose mind was broad and easy, such that 
he could utilize the talents of others as if they were his own. Finding sages, he would sincerely love them with his heart, and 
not just give them lip-service. By being able to accept and utilize everyone in this way, he would be ensuring safety for me, 
my sons, grandsons and all the people. Wouldn't the benefits be great? But what can you do when you have a man who gets 
jealous of the abilities of others and hates them? When he hates the sagely, creates disturbances for them and keeps them 


from advancing? Since he cannot protect me, my son, grandsons or the common people, isn't he quite dangerous? 


Only a man of ren can banish such a minister and send him out to live with the barbarian tribes away from the middle kingdoms. Thus 
the saying: “Only the ren man can love people and hate people.” 


To see a worthy and be incapable of promoting him; to promote him, but not to the top — this is avoiding responsibility. To see someone 
evil and not remove him; or to remove him, but not completely get rid of him — this is a fatal error. 


To love that which the people hate, and hate that which the people love: this is to ignore human nature, and you are sure to bring great 
harm to yourself. Therefore the ruler attains the Great Way through loyalty and trust, and loses it with pride and arrogance. 


I. FMAAIS. $2ZBR. RZAR, BZAR A2ee. AIMIeR. (BUMMER, MAUS. RA LLM 
PFRISEW, ABUTRRS RA, RAS SMIFRM At. 


15. There is also a clear Way for the production of wealth. When producers are many and consumers are few; when 
production is rapid and use is slow, then there will always be enough. The ren man expends his wealth to expand himself. 


Lacking ren, one expends himself to expand his wealth. 


There is no such case where those in power loved ren and those below disliked Justice. And there is no case where a man loves Justice 
and is not thorough in his work. In this situation, there are no treasure houses in the state which do not belong to the ruler. 
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16. RAPE. Tee, BRASS MEK, Ck Za, AGE, BIR. FSR, RHA RAZ, BARE. | It 
ase NAA, DRA. RAAMBMAS. BA)AR. RREZ. NAZCERAR. KSHS. BABA Mol 
ZR. Uke RA, LSS RAB. 


16. Meng Xianzi said: 

The man who keeps horses and chariots 
Does not look after chickens and pigs. 
The family that stores ice * 

Does not raise cattle and sheep. 

A hundred-chariot clan 

Does not keep a tax-collector. 

If they are going to have a tax-collector, 


They might just as well have a thug. 


Thus, the saying: “A state does not benefit by profiteering, it benefits by its Justice.” 


One who rules a state or a clan who sacrifices himself to wealth and its usage must be under the influence of an inferior man. He may 
regard him as good, but if this man handles the affairs of the state or clan, calamities from Heaven and harm from men will be visited 
upon him. Even if a good man is finally found, what can he do? Thus the saying: “A state does not benefit from profiteering, it benefits 
from Justice.” 

Notes 


1. A The title of a section of the Shujing #i£. The name of the founding emperor of the Shang ij (Yin 8) dynasty. 


2. This saying can be found in Analects 4:3. 
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3. The procurement and storage of ice in ancient times was extremely difficult, and therefore an expensive proposition. 
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